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On the north shore of Cootes 
Paradise a scenic dell winds through 
the hills to the marsh, one of several 
pretty little valleys there. To go there 
(and you should), park at the 
Arboretum of the Royal Botanical 
Gardens, walk north from the traffic 
circle, wind downhill past the 
magnolias and enter Hickory Valley. 
There on the flood plain, as part of 
the Fish & Wildlife Habitat 
Restoration Project, some clever 
landscaping has gone on almost 
unnoticed, overshadowed by the 
higher-profile works of restoration in 
1995. 

Now a little history: Hickory 
Valley has been bad news for RBG 
staff for several years, ever since a 
plan evolved to dam Hickory Brook 
and make a big pond for creatures 
like Wood Ducks. Accordingly, an 
immense earthen dam was constructed 
and a concrete spillway put in. But 
the brook did not co-operate, and, 
despite repeated repairs, the next 
heavy rain would gouge a channel 
around the end of the spillway. So 


Of Hickory Valley 

by Bill Luton 

much for the woodland pond! Last 
year I suggested that a couple of 
beavers should be introduced to get 
the job done. Admittedly I had a 
grudge against that dam: on an early 
March inspection tour of the 1992 
modification I broke a hip. 

This year Len Simser of RBG hit 
on a new approach. Instead of a grand 
pond, how about a series of small 
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ponds for frogs and salamanders? 
Amphibians are having a difficult 
time everywhere, and some species 
have disappeared entirely form this 
area. What could be a better part of 
Cootes Paradise restoration than a 
nursery to bring them back? 

Len convinced John Hall. 
Manager of F&WHRP. John had 
hired Glynis Logue. a Master of 
Landscape Architecture student at 
Guelph University, and he set Glynis 
to work on the design, with 
engineering help from Werner Plessl 
of the City of Hamilton. Wildlife 
Habitat Canada and the RBG 
Auxiliary provided money for the 
construction. R & M of Acton did the 
heavy stuff, volunteers, including 
some high school students, did the 
planting. Aided by the expertise of 
RBG staffers Justus Beckhuysen and 
Brian Pomfret, Glynis got the work 
completed on schedule and within its 
modest budget. 

The end result? Absolutely 
splendid! The dam has been graded 
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down near the outlet, and the 
highconcrete spillway is gone. Instead 
Hickory Brook drops over low stones 
in a tiny waterfall. Upstream is a 
lovely vista: a rolling meadow, 
interspersed with shrubs and a grove 
of giant willows and enclosed by hills 
clad with pmes and hardwoods. The 
brook meanders through four ponds 
of various sizes, shapes and depths 
created by loose rock spillways over 
which the water flows in miniature 
rapids. Off the main channel are other 
spillways over which the water flows 
in miniature rapids. Off the main 
channel are other ponds which rely on 
water from flooding. Everything is 
ready to introduce amphibians, such 
as Spring Peeper frogs, Jefferson 
salamanders and Red-spotted newts 
— I never did know the difference 
between a salamander and a newt, let 
alone a red-spotted newt. I remember 
as eight-year-olds we caught aquatic 
creatures along the margin of 
Cooper's Pond in Westdale that we 
called salamanders. Must ask 
Christine Bishop someday. 

An amphibian nursery is not the 
only purpose of the project: “sunning" 
logs have been placed for turtles: 
snakes will crawl around; Dragon 
flies. Damsel flies, and Mayflies will 
hatch. What a great opportunity for 
biology students to study pond life! 
The ponds will also help the water 
clarity of Cootes Marsh by settling 
sediments during heavy rain. 

The experts are already paying 
attention to Hickory Valley. The site 
was toured by delegates from a 
conference of the North American 
Amphibian Monitoring Program, who 
came away most impressed. The 


nursery received a “rave review' from 
Ron Hire. the International 
Coordinator for Declining Amphibian 
Populations Task Force. 

I’ve left the best to the last. 
Remember how floods washed out 
previous efforts in Hickory Valley? 
Well, the work had just been finished 
when along came Tropical Storm 
Opal...the most rain since Hurricane 
Hazel forty years ago. John Hall 
rushed out the next morning, fearing 
the worst. “I expected to see just a 
pile of mud.” John confessed. But not 
so: everything was fine. Hats of to 
Glynis and the others! 



Now for a brief report on the 
other F&WHRP sites. In Grindstone 
Creek Marsh the reward came this 
year for previous remedial actions, 
which included a structure to maintain 
water levels and inhibit carp from 
entering, “beaded” channels to 
provide a nursery for Pike fry, 
vegetated islands for amphibians and 
nesting waterfowl, and some two 
thousand wetland plants put in. The 
results of all this? “A phenomenal 
change,” in the words of Victor 
Cairns, Chairman of the Steering 
Committee for F&WHRP. who 
continues: “Water clarity has changed 
from mud colour to drinking-water 
clear. Submerged vegetation, formerly 
rare, now covers 90% of the bottom 


with a variety of plant species. The 
beaded flood-plain channels are 
providing nursery areas for Sunfish. 
Bowtin. Pike. Bass. Perch. Crappies. 
Rock Bass and Brown Bullhead. 
Sampling in the spring produced 83 
adult Pike in the spawning marsh.” 
Last year's comparable figure was 19 
adult Pike. Don't forget: you will be 
able to view the Pike nursery, too, 
since the boardwalk on RBG’s section 
of the Waterfront Trail will be 
completed next year. 

Moving around The Bay, we 
have another good news report: 40 
near shore electro-fishing transects 
captured 312 juvenile Largemouth 
Bass, the first tune since the program 
began in 1988 that large numbers of 
these have been reported. The 
Caspian Tern raft will undergo a 
modification over winter to allow 
young birds to get back if they fall 
off. Windermere Basin is once more 
under discussion. At the 
Northeastern Shoreline rock work 
for islands is complete: left to do next 
year is the landscaping and lookout. 
At La Salle Park the bridge is in. as 
is the boardwalk. All that is left for 
next year is to enjoy! 

Going now to Cootes Paradise, 
the low water conditions this year 
were ideal for marsh planting. RBG 
staff put in thousands of cattails and 
bulrush in Hopkins Bay, and this, 
combined with the planting done last 
year and the natural regeneration of 
the seed bank permitted by the low 
water, has transformed that bay from 
“a muddy, unvegetated pond” into 
lush green stands of vegetation for the 
first time in forty years. But caution: 
with normal water levels, the carp 
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would destroy everything, if not kept 
out by the barrier. At Mac Landing 
students from the bioiogy department 
of McMaster University under the 
leadership of Pat Chow-Fraser. 
continued experiments on the growth 
of marsh vegetation when carp are 
excluded. Along Chedoke Creek the 
city of Hamilton is creating a 
naturalized edge that will fit in with 
the Desjardins Trail. Farther upstream 
they are constructing the largest 
combined sewer overflow tank of all: 
it will have immense impact on the 
water quality of Cootes when 
completed in 1997. Most important of 
all. the Carp barrier is finally finished. 
Only it is not called the Carp barrier 
anymore: it is the Cootes Paradise 
Fishway, a name more descriptive of 
its real function. But by whatever 
name, it will be sitting there waiting 
for the Carp to start running in the 
spring. Those of us who have been 
associated with this project for over 
three years can hardly wait! 

What a great year 1995 has been! 
Pause a moment to savour...then give 
heartfelt thanks ( as future generations 
will) to the dozens of organizations 
and myriads of individuals who 
worked together to pull it off. But 
don’t pause long — so much is still 
to be done. Here’s to 1996! 8 



HNC ONLINE! 

By Mike Street 

Courtesy of the 
Hamilton-Wentworth Freenet. the 
Hamilton Naturalists’ Club now has a 
Home Page on the Internet’s World 
Wide Web! You’re probably suitably 
impressed, but in case the terms aren't 
familiar, here are some definitions. 

The Internet, a global network of 
computers linked together via 
telephone and satellite channels, 
started as a way to provide secure 
communications for the United States 
government and quickly became a 
way for people in government and 
universities all over the world to get 
information back and forth to each 
other. Now that personal computers 
are on most office desktops and in 
many homes, the ease of sending data 
has made Internet access a must for 
many people. 

The most common use of the 
Internet is electronic mail, or email, 
simple messages from one person to 
another. Internet acccess is available 
for a fee through service providers. 
To give people outside government 
and universities inexpensive access, 
many universities have set up 
Freenets, a set of computers and 
modems (the equipment which allows 
computers to ‘talk’ to each other over 
telephone lines). Basic membership is 
free. Members set their modems and 
software to call the Freenet’s 
computer, which then provides a 
connection to the Internet. Run 
entirely by volunteers, the 
Hamilton-Wentworth Freenet uses 64 
modems and computers located at 
McMaster University. 


Any group (or individual) which 
wants to provide information to others 
can set up a sort of electronic library 
on the Internet. Available informanon 
ranges from the profound — the vast 
archives of the Smithsonian Institution 
or the Vatican, for instance — to the 
mundane, all you never wanted to 
know about a particular movie ‘star’, 
and everything in between. 

These ‘libraries’, now numbering 
in the tens of thousands all over the 
globe, form the World Wide Web (or 
WWW for short). Anyone with the 
right equipment and software can 
connect to the Internet and ‘call up' a 
WWW site. What appears on the 
caller’s computer screen when the 
WWW connection is made is called 
the Home Page of the Information 
provider. Electronic links can then 
lead the caller to other information 
and even other WWW sites. 

The Hamilton-Wentworth 
Freenet, in addition to providing 
email and Internet access, is also a 
World Wide Web ‘site’ capable of 
providing interested groups with the 
means to set up Home Pages of their 
own, which the HNC has now done. 
In addition to the schedule of 
meetings and field trips for the whole 
year, our Home Page features the 
weekly Birding Hotline, news and 
meeting schedules of the 
Conservation, Bird Study and Plant 
study groups, HNC publications, and 
even a link to the Home Page of our 
affiliate group, the Niagara Peninsula 
Hawkwatch. More HNC information 
will be added in the future. 

If you want to try out the 
Hamilton-Wentworth Freenet. set 
your modem to 8-N-l (8 data bits, 
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no parity. 1 stop bit) and your 
software to terminal emulation vtlOO 
or vtl02. then dial 905-540-5000. At 
the prompt type the word ‘guest’ 
(without the apostrophes), press enter 
and press enter again for the 
password, then follow the menus. The 
Naturalists’ Club Home Page can be 
'bund by choosing Information 
selection 4), then NEST (Nature. 
Engineering, Science and Technology 
— selection 9). 

If you are already familiar with 
the Internet and World Wide Web. 
you can reach the HNC Home Page 
directly from the following address: 

http://www.freenet.hamilton.on.ca/link/ 

hamnature/index.html 

(Note that all letters in our web 
address are lower case and there are 
) spaces or dashes.) 

'Vhy is the HNC on the Internet 
the World Wide Web? It’s 
another way to reach out to people 
and tell them who we are and what 
we do. 



Spectator Article 

by Margaret Walton 

On Friday, October 27, 1995, The 
Spectator published an article 
detailing complaints brought against 
the Hamilton Naturalists' Club by Mr. 
Piero Boldrini. the sole proprietor of 
a business called. The Ecosystem 
Approach Group. 

The Club Executive want to 
assure members that these complaints 
are unfounded. We have contacted the 
Office of the Public Trustee to ensure 
that this situarion is resolved as 
quickly as possible. 

In the meantime. Club members 
are encouraged to contact any 
member of the Executive personally 
to discuss any questions they may 
have. $ 

Important Bird Areas 
Program 

by Christie Chute 

In September 1994, the Canadian 
Nature Federation (CNF) and the 
Canadian Centre for the Study and 
Preservation of Birds (CCSPB) signed 
a Declaration of Intent to become the 
official BirdLife International partner 
in Canada. BirdLife International is a 
non-government organization 
dedicated to promoting worldwide 
interest in and concern for the 
conservation of birds and the special 
contribution that they make to global 
biodiversity. 

One of BirdLife's major 
campaigns is its Important Bird Areas 
(IBA) program. In Canada, the 
BirdLife partner is responsible for 


implementing a Canadian IBA 
program. The focus of a Canadian 
IBA program will be to identify and 
protect areas of global, continental 
and national importance. As well, we 
will work cooperatively with 
provincial-level naturalist 
organizations in the identification and 
protection of sites of provincial 
importance. The IBA program is 
unique in that it is comprehensive, it 
fits into a global effort to identify 
important bird areas around the globe 
and it is neither site nor species 
specific: it deals with all birds and all 
the sites they require to ensure 
adequate populations. 

The identification phase is 
expected to take 1-3 years to 
complete. Results will be 
subsequently published in the 
Directory of Important Bird Areas in 
Canada. As the sites are identified, we 
intend to advocate for protection of 
these areas — through formal 
protected area designation, changes in 
land-use practices, and development 
of local volunteer based "warden" 
groups. The Hamilton Naturalists' 
Club could get involved in ensuring 
the protection of these sites. 

It is no secret that we have 
designed a very ambitious workplan. 
Success lies stringently upon a 
coordinated and cooperative approach. 
We need to work in close contact 
with our international BirdLife 
partners, the federal government and 
provincial agencies. Because birds 
know no borders, we believe that an 
integrated application of the IBA 
program in Canada is essential if we 
want to conserve this international 
resource. 
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If you would like more 
information about the Important Bird 
.Areas Program or a copy of our fall 
newsletter (postage & handling fee of 
S2.00), please contact: Christie 


Chute, Important Bird Areas 
Program. 

1 Nicholas St., Suite 520, Ottawa. 
ON KIN 7B7. Phone: 613-562-3447. 
Fax 613—562—3371 or e-mail 


”2233.3536(a.compuserve: com. 



Noteworthy Bird Records 

by Rob Dobos 

Number of species recorded to June 30, 1995 - 255, For underlined species or dates a written documentation is required by the 
Hamilton Bird Records Committee. 


Observers: Lorraine Beitz (LB), Bouwe Bergsma (BBe), Christine Bishop (CB), Richard Biskup (RBi), Brian Burgon (BB), Mike 
Cadman (MC), Barb Charlton (BC), Barry Cherriere (BCh), Dave Copeland (DC), Jim Cram (JC), Robert Currv (RC), Rob Dawson 
(RDw), Rob Dobos (RD), Gavin Edmonstone (GE), Luc Fazio (LF), Dan Forrest (DF), John Galloway (JGa), Denys Gardiner (DG), 
Jerry Guild (JG), John Hannah (JHa), Mark Jennings (MJ), John Jesseau (JJ), Colin Jones (CJ), Mike King (MK), Roy King (RKX 
Jan Klvve (JK), Ursula Kolster (UK), Bill Lamond (BL), Dennis Lewington (DL), Gwen Lewington (GL), Stuart Mackenzie (SM), 
Bill Mcllveen (BMI), Kevin McLaughlin (KM), A1 McTavish (AMT), Erwin Meissner (EM), George Meyers (GM), John Miles (JM), 
John Murphy (JMu), Norm Murr (NM), Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch (NPH), John Olmsted (JO), Gary Pawlick (GP), Don Perki 
(DP), Rose Peterson (RP), Brian Pomfret (BP), Paul Rose (PR), Rich Russel (RR), Jack Ryan (JR), Tony Salvador! (TS), Kristie Sebalj 
(KS), Gerry Shemilt (GS), Bill Smith (BS), Ian Smith (IS), Rick Snider (RSn), Arvilla Spriggs (AS), Robert Stamp (RSt), Mike Street 
(MS), John Struger (JS), David Stubbing (DS), Ron Valentine (RV), Peter van Dijken (PvD), Sue Walton (SWa), Dave Wilson (DW) 
Brian Wylie (BW), Many Observers (m.obs.). 


Legend: 

* -first occurrence for the year 
F -first occurrence for the 
migration 

L -last occurrence for the migration 
HSA -Hamilton Study Area 
max. -maximum number 
N2Y -nest with 2 young 


P!umages,etc.: 

m. -male 
f. -female 

ad. -adult 
imm. -immature 
juv. -juvenile 

1st sum. -first summer 
1st yr. -first year 
sum. -summering bird 
terr. -territorial bird 


Counties/Regions: 

Brant [BR] 

Haldimand-Norfoik [//IV] 
Halton [HL] 

Hamilton-Wentworth [ HW] 
Niagara [AG] 

Peel [PL] 

Waterloo [ WT] 

Wellington [WL] 


APRIL - JUNE 1995 


Red-throated Loon: Birds at Woodland Cemetery [HW], 1 -Apr 9 (RP et al.), 28 -Apr 10 (BS et al.), 39 -Apr 11 (BS) 1 -Apr 2"> 
(KM), 2 -May 3 L (KM,BL,JGa). ’ “ 

Common Loon: Six at Woodland Cemetery Apr 9 (RD et al.)- birds at Beamer C.A. [7VG]: 13 -Apr 14, 30 -Apr 17, 16 -Apr 19 
(GM); one at Scotch Block Reservoir [HL] Apr 7-8 (BMI); 60 on Lake Ontario from Grays Rd [HW] to Grimsby [AG] Apr 23 (KM); 
one at Islay Lake, Derry Rd [HL] Apr 21-29 (BMI); eight off Stoney Creek [HW] May 2 (KM); 53 off Burlington Lakeshore [HL] 
Jun 6 (KM); one ad. at NE Comer Hamilton Bay [HW] Jun 18 (RD,BC,KM). 

Pied-billed Grebe: Two at Windermere Basin [HW] Apr 8-9 (KM,RD), and one there May 8 (RD); five at Wilkes Dam, Grand River 
[/JR] Apr 12 (BL), six at Valens C.A. [HW] Apr 13 (RD); one at Millgrove Loam Pits [HW] Apr 20 (RD); two at Desjardins Canal 
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[HW] and one at Tollgate Ponds [HW] Apr 22 (KM,RD.BC); two at Islay Lake, Derry Rd Apr 29 (BMI); one terr. at Foreman Rd 
Wetland [HW] Apr 30-on (RD,BC), two terr. at Mountsberg C.A. [WL/HW] May 3 (RD). one off Burloak Park [HL] May 23 L (MJ); 
lad.,2juv. at Grass Lake [ WT\ Jun 10 (RD.BC). 

Homed Grebe: 30 off N Shore Hamilton Bay [HW] Apr 8 (KM); 20 off Grays Rd to Grimsby Apr 23 (KM); one at Mountsberg 
C.A. May 3 (RD), three off Rattray Marsh [PL] May 5 (KM); one off Bronte [HL] May 11 L (MJ); sum. off Shoreacres [HL]: 3 -Jun 
6 (KM), 2 -Jun 12 (RD), 2 -Jun 25 (KM). 

Red-necked Grebe: Four off Woodland Cemetery Apr 19 (RD); birds off Shoreacres: 11 -Apr 26 (RD), 11 -May 3 (KM.BL,JGa), 
12 -May 14 (RC); 45 off Rattray Marsh Apr 26 (KM); one off LaSalle Marina [HW] May 24 (RC); two off Bronte Jun 2 (MJ); 16 
off Walkers Line [HL] Jun 4 (BS), 12 off Spencer Smith Park [HL] Jun 6 (KM); two off Appleby Line [HL] Jun 7-26 (RD); one at 
NE Comer Hamilton Bay Jun 12 (RD). 

American White Pelican: Two over Hamilton Bay Jun 13 * (JMu), and later at Princess Point and Cootes Paradise [HW] Jun 15-on 
(m.obs). 

Double-crested Cormorant: 41 at Tollgate Ponds Apr 3 (RD), and many nesters present thereafter; two at Wilkes Dam, Grand River 
Apr 12 (BL); 580 off Bronte Apr 27 (MJ), three at Valens C.A. Apr 30 (RD.BC), 25 at Mountsberg C.A. with two pairs on nests May 
3 (RD) 

American Bittern: One at Mount Albion C.A. [HW] Apr 13*-May 28 (PR); one at Red Hill Valley [HW] Apr 19 (PR); one at Kings 
Forest [HW] Mav 11 (JHa); one terr. at RR52 S of Gore Rd [HW] May 22 (MS,BS) and Jun 4 (RD). 

Great Blue Heron: Eight on nests at 6th Line S of Sideroad 10, Milton [HL] Apr 2 (BM3), 16 over Beamer C.A. Apr 17 (GM). 

- -eat Egret: One at Dundas Marsh [HW] Apr 1 * (UK); one at Dundas Hydro Pond [HW] May 5 (RDw); one at Van Wagners Ponds 
lay 5-25L (RD;m.obs.), one at Kings Forest May 16 (PR); one at Foreman Rd Wetland May 21-22 (MS,BS). 

V EGRET: Possibly the same bird involved in the following sightings: Bronte Marsh [HL] May 18 * (GE); Hendrie Valley 
\_HL] May 19 (JC), Valley Inn [HL] May 20 (BS); Tollgate Ponds May 24 (RC et al.)\ Hendrie Valley May 25 (JO.GS); Bronte Marsh 
Jun 26 (GE). 

Cattle Egret: One ad. at Tollgate Ponds May 24*-25 (RC et al.), and later there Jun 18-on (RD,BC;m.obs.). 

Green Heron: One at Red Hill Creek [HW] Apr 24 * (PR). 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: One at Shoreacres Apr 12 * (RD), and eight there May 1 (RD) and May 14 (RC); four at Farre Island 
[HW] Apr 17 (RD.BC); 10 ad. on 5 nests with chicks on Neare Island [HW] Jun 12 (RD). 

Tundra Swan: Two at Valens C.A. Apr 30 L (RD.BC). 

Snow Goose: One white morph at Burlington Beach Canal [HL] Jun 24 (KM). 

Brant: Six over Beamer C.A. Apr 14 * (BCh et al.) were likely win. on Great Lakes. 

Wood Duck: 15 at Dundas Marsh Apr 9 (RD.KM); 22 at Scotch Block Reservoir Apr 18 (BMI); lf.,10juv. and lf.,12juv. at 
Smithville Sewage Ponds [NG] Jun 18 (KM); one at NE Comer Hamilton Bay Jun 29 (RD). 

Green-winged Teal: 50 at Dundas Marsh Apr 9 (RD.KM); 66 at Valens C.A. Apr 13 (RD); birds at Windermere Basin: 12 -Apr 21 
(RD), lm. -Jun 18 (KM), 3 -Jun 25 (KM); two at Smithville Sewage Ponds May 9 (RD). 

Northern Pintail: Four at Dundas Marsh Apr 9 (RD.KM); birds at Windermere Basin: 4 -May 27 (KM), 2m.,2f. -Jun 11 (RC), lm. 
-Jun 18,25 (KM); one m. at Grimsby Sewage Ponds [NG] May 27 (KM,RD.BC). 

Blue-winged Teal: Four off Bayshore Park [HW] Apr 8 (KM); four at Dundas Marsh Apr 9 (RD.KM). 

CINNAMON TEAL: A female and a male with hybrid Blue-winged Teal characters were at Rattray Marsh Apr 22*-30 (DP.m.obs ). 
Northern Shoveler: 46 at Dundas Marsh Apr 9 (RD.KM); seven off Shoreacres Apr 12 (RD); one m. over Beamer C.A. Apr 17 
(GM); 20 at Tollgate Ponds Apr 22 (RD.BC,KM); 15 at Bronte Apr 27 (MJ), birds at Windermere Basin: 40 -Apr 21 (RD), 9m. -May 
27 (KM), 6m. -Jun 11 (RC), 6 -Jun 18 (KM), 3m. -Jun 29 (RD); five at Tollgate Ponds Jun 4 (KM). 

Eurasian Wigeon: A 1st. eclipse m at NE Comer Hamilton Bay Jun 18*-24 (RD,KM,BC;m.obs.). 

American Wigeon: 20 at Valens C.A. Apr 13 (RD); two at Grimsby Sewage Ponds May 27 (KM,RD.BC); 3m.,If. at NE Comer 
Hamilton Bay Jun 23-on (RD;KM); one m at LaSalle Marina Jun 24 (KM). 

Canvasback: Three at Tollgate Ponds Apr 9 (RD et al.), one m. at Fifty Point C.A. Jun 3 (KM); one m. off Shoreacres Jun 6 (KM); 
one m. at Windeimere Basin Jun 18 (KM): one m. at Tollgate Ponds Jun 29-on (RD). 

Redhead: Birds at Tollgate Ponds included: lm. -Jun 10 (KM), lm.,lf. -Jun 24 (KM), 2m. -Jun 29 (RD). 

Ring-necked Duck: 44 at Smithville Sewage Ponds Apr 2 (KM); six at Millgrove Loam Pits Apr 3 (RD); 59 at Islay Lake, Derry 
Rd Apr 8 (BMI); 60 at Valens C.A, Apr 13 (RD); 40 at Foreman Rd Wetland Apr 30 (RD,BC); 20 at Mountsberg C.A. May 3 (RD), 
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one m. at Windermere Basin/Tollgate Ponds May 24-on (RC el al.). 

Hybrid Aythya: An apparent hybrid Ring-necked Duck x Lesser Scaup off Bayshore Park Apr 8-9 (KM et al.). 

TUFTED DUCK: Two m. off Bayshore Park & Allview Ave [ HW] Apr 2-22L (JHa,SWa;m.obs.), joined by a f. (presumably same 
bird present earlier on Bay and at Winona) Apr 7-16 (DG,BL;m.obs.). 

Greater Scaup: 500 off Burloak Park Apr 27 and 10 there May 15 (MJ); 4m.,If. at Windermere Basin Jun 4-18 (KM); one m. at 
Tollgate Ponds Jun 18 (KM); lm.,lf. off Shoreacres Jun 25 (KM). 

Lesser Scaup: 300 at N Shore Hamilton Bay Apr 16 (RC); 200 off Burloak Park Apr 22 (RC); 11 at E End Hamilton Bay May 27 
(KM), and six there Jun 10-18 (KM). 

COMMON EIDER: One m. off Fifty Point C.A. [MJ] Jun 3*-4 (KM;m.obs.). 

Harlequin Duck: One f. off Walkers Line Apr 9 (BS et al.)\ one ad. m. off Burloak Park Apr 9-30L (BS et a/.;MJ). 

Oldsquaw: 250 off Stoney Creek May 2 (KM); one off Walkers Line Jun 4 L (BS). 

Black Scoter: Two at Green St, Burlington [HL\ Apr 7 (BL,DG); two off Shoreacres Apr 12 (RD); three off Burlington Beachstrip 
[HL] Apr 21 (RD); birds off Burloak Park; 2 -Apr 19-26 (MJ et al.), 5 -Apr 27 (MJ); two off Appleby Line May 6 L (RDw). 

Surf Scoter: 60 off Green St, Burlington Apr 7 (BL,DG), birds ofFBurloak Park: 40 -Apr 19 (MJ), 63 -Apr 22 (RC), 120 -Apr 26-27 
(KM,DG,BL;MJ), 1 -May 11 (MJ); one f. off Allview Ave Jun 4 L (KM). 

White-winged Scoter: 50 off Shoreacres Apr 12 (RD); seven past CCIW [HL] May 10 (RD); 430 off Burloak Park May 25 L (MJ). 
Bufflehead: 125 at Grimsby Sewage Ponds May 2 (KM). 

Hooded Merganser: Three at Long Pond, RBG [HL] Apr 5 (RK), five at Dundas Marsh Apr 9 (RD,KM); two at Hendne Valley 
Apr 23 (DS), one f. at Windermere Basin May 27 (KM,RD,BC); one f. off PetroCanada Pier [HL] Jun 6 (KM); two f. at Grimsby 
Sewage Ponds Jun 18 (KM). 

Common Merganser: Eight at Dundas Marsh May 4 (KM); 2m.,If. at NE Comer Hamilton Bay Jun 2-on (RD;m.obs.). 
Red-breasted Merganser: 200 off Grays Rd to Grimsby Apr 23 (KM); three off Burloak Park Jun 5 (MJ); two off PetroCanada Pier 
Jun 25 (KM). 

Ruddy Duck: Birds at Tollgate Ponds: 7 -Apr 8 (KM), 11 -Apr 15 (KM), If. -May 24 (RC et al.), lm.,lf. -Jun 29 (RD); two at 
Windermere Basin Apr 8 (KM); two at Islay Lake, Derry Rd Apr 12 (BMI); two off Shoreacres Apr 12 (RD); four at Valens C.A. 
and six off Bayshore Park Apr 13 (RD); seven off Woodland Cemetery Apr 15 (KM); two at Smithville Sewage Ponds Apr 30 
(DL,GL); nine at Mountsberg C.A. May 3 (RD), one f. at Van Wagners Ponds May 5-10 (RD); one m. at Bronte Harbour [HL] May 
15 (MJ); one f. at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Jun 3 (KM). 

Turkey Vulture: High counts at Beamer C.A.: 198 -Apr 1, 200 -Apr 2, 172 -Apr 8, 126 -Apr 16 (NPH). 

Osprey: One at Woodland Cemetery Apr 6 * (fide MS); 12 at Beamer C.A. Apr 11; one over Red Hill Valley May 14 L (JHa). 
Bald Eagle: One ad. at 11th Rd E, Saltfleet [ HW] Apr 5 (JR); one over Red Hill Valley Apr 12,26 (PR); one imm. at Mountain St, 
Grimsby [NG] Apr 24 (GM); one ad. at Rock Chapel Sanctuary [HW] Apr 24 (RDw); one imm. at Smithville Sewage Ponds May 2 
(KM); 13 counted at Beamer C.A. Apr 2-May 13L (NPH); one ad. at Garth & Stone Church Rds [HW] Jun 21 (LB). 

Northern Harrier: Max. of 18 at Beamer C.A. Apr 11 (NPH). 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: Max. of 235 at Beamer C.A. Apr 11 (NPH); one terr. at Klaas Xmas Tree Farm [HW] May 22 (RC,JO); one 
at King Rd, Aldershot [HL] Jun 4 (RC). 

Cooper's Hawk: High counts at Beamer C.A.: 11 -Apr 1,13 -Apr 11,10 -Apr 16 (NPH); one pair nesting at Kings Forest Apr 4-on 
(PR); one terr. at Governors Rd, Dundas [HW] Apr 22 (RD,BC,KM); one terr. N of Hyde Tract [HW] May 17 (RC). 

Northern Goshawk: Six counted at Beamer C.A. Apr 1-20 L (NPH); a terr. pair at Hyde Tract Apr 23 (BS,JC); one at Arkell [WL] 
Apr 26 (RDw). 

Red-shouldered Hawk: One at Beamer C.A. May 6 L (NPH). 

Broad-winged Hawk: Counts at Beamer C.A.: 1 -Apr 16 *, 442 -Apr 20, 314 -Apr 23, 525 -Apr 24 (NPH). 

Red-tailed Hawk: A partial albino at Beamer C.A. Apr 1,8 (NPH). 

Rough-legged Hawk: One at Beamer C.A, Apr 30 L (NPH). 

Golden Eagle: One ad. at Woodland Cemetery Apr 18 (BS,JC), one at Grimsby Airpark [NG] Apr 25 L (BBe). 

Merlin: One at Dundas Marsh Apr 9 (RD); 13 counted at Beamer C.A. Apr 11-May 10 (NPH); two at Lakeside Park, Grimsby [NG] 
Apr 25 (DC); one ad. m. at Carolina Park, Brantford [5/?] Apr 25 (BL); one at Hyde Tract Apr 26 (BS et al.), one at Kings Forest 
May 16 L (PR). 

Peregrine Falcon: One 1st yr. f, was at Main & Hess Sts, Hamilton [HW] Apr 3 * (DF); joined by a male, the pair began nesting 
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on roof of Sheraton Hotel, Hamilton, for the first nesting for the HSA (BB et a/.). One at Lakeside Park, Grimsby Apr 25 (DC); two 
Apr 26 at Mountain Ave, Hamilton (RDw); one at Beamer C.A. Apr 28 (NPH). 

PR AIRIE FALCON: One was well observed at Beamer C.A. Apr 19 * (NPH), providing the first record for the NPH and the third 
record for the HSA if accepted by OBRC 

Ring-necked Pheasant: One at Valens C.A. Apr 13 (RD); max. of 20 at Albion Falls C.A. Apr 15 (PR); one at Windermere Basin 
Apr 21 and two there May 8 (RD). 

Wild Turkey: One at Woodhill Rd S Hwv 5 Apr 19 (RP,IS); one f. at Mineral Springs Rd Jun 17 (RK) 

Virginia Rail: One at 8th Cone, Beverly Swamp [HW] Apr 19 * (RP,IS), two terr. at Safari Rd Wetland [ HW] Apr 30 (RD,BC), 
one terr. at Mountsberg C.A. May 3 (RD); one terr. at Grass Lake Jun 10 (RD.BC), one terr. at Branchton Wetland [WT\ Jun 21 (RD). 
Sora: One at Mount Albion C.A. Apr 29 * (PR); one terr. at Safari Rd Wetland Apr 30 (RD.BC). one at Starkey Loop Trail, Arkell 
[WL] Apr 30 (CB); one terr. at Mountsberg C.A. May 3 (RD), one at Kings Forest (RK) May 7, one at Copetown Bog, Mineral 
Springs Rd [ HW] May 18 (MS); one calling over Brantford at night Jun 6 L (BL). 

Common Moorhen: Two at Taquanyah C.A. [HH] May 4 * (JM); one terr. at Foreman Rd Wetland May 23 (RD); three terr. £t Grass 
Lake Jun 10 (RD,BC). 

American Coot: Two off Bayshore Park Apr 10 (RD); one at Tollgate Ponds Apr 22 (RD,BC.KM); one at Red Hill Creek Apr 
22.May 13 (JH); three at Mountsberg C.A. May 3 (RD); one at Mount Albion C.A. May 7 (PR); one at Kings Forest Mav 10 (PR); 
one at Bronte May 23 (MJ); one at LaSalle Marina May 24 (RC). 

Sandhill Crane: Birds at Grass Lake [WL]: 1 -Apr 12 *, 2ad. -May 17 (EM), 2ad. -Jun 6 (RD) (no evidence of breeding). 
Black-bellied Plover: One at Burlington Beachstrip May 10 * (RD); one at Dundas Marsh May 11 (RC); one at Mount Albion C.A. 
Mav 11 (PR); one 1st sum. at Windermere Basin Jun 11 (RC). 

Semipalmated Plover: Birds at Smithville Sewage Ponds: 1 -May 6 * (RDw), 3 -Jun 4 (KM); birds at Windermere Basin: 9 -May 
14 (RC), 14 -May 24 (RC et al.), 1 -Jun 11 L (RC). 

Greater Yellowlegs: One at Red Hill Valley Apr 14 * (PR); 14 at Dundas Marsh Apr 20 (RDw), 25 at Woodhill Rd S Hwy 5 Apr 
22 (RD,BC,KM); eight at Smithville Sewage Ponds May 2 (KM), and one there May 9 L (RD); one sum. at Windermere Basin Jun 
11 (KM). 

Lesser Yellowlegs: Two at Beamer C.A. Apr 26 * (GM); 40 at Smithville Sewage Ponds May 9 (RD); one at Windermere Basin May 
18 L (MS), six at Windermere Basin Jun 25 F (KM). 

Solitary Sandpiper: One at Mount Albion C.A. Apr 22 * (PR). 

Spotted Sandpiper: One at Red Hill Creek Apr 17 * (PR) 

Upland Sandpiper: One at 10th Rd E, Saltfleet Apr 16 * (RP,IS), and eight there Apr 22 (JG); one over Waterworks Park, Brantford 
[Si?] Apr 19 (BL); one terr. at Middletown Rd & Cone 5 [HW] Apr 20 (RD). 

Whimbrel: 25 over Bronte Creek Prov Park [HL] May 21 * (RC); one off Bronte May 23 and 44 there May 25 L (MJ). 

Ruddy Turnstone: Two at Windermere Basin May 14 * (RC), 26 at Bronte Harbour May 29 (MJ); 25 at End End Hamilton Bay 
May 25 (KM); 18 at Tollgate Ponds May 27 (RD et al.); one at Windermere Basin Jun 4 L (KM). 

Sanderling: One at Tollgate Ponds May 25 * (RD), three at Burlington Beach Canal Jun 3 L (KM). 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: Birds at Windermere Basin: 3 -May 15 * (RC), 80 -May 24 (RC et al.), 120 -May 28 (RC,JO), 10 -Jun 
* 4 (RD), 2 -Jun 11 L (RC); one at Shell Park [HL] May 25 (MJ); 17 at Bronte Harbour May 29 (MJ); three at Smithville Sewage Ponds 
Jun 4 (KM); one at Fifty Point C.A. Jun 8 (RD). 

Least Sandpiper: Two at Smithville Sewage Ponds Apr 30 * (DL,GL), and 18 there May 9 (RD); one at Bronte Marsh May 15 (MJ); 
birds at Windermere Basin: 32 -May 14 (RC), 2 -May 24 L (RC et al.), 4 -Jun 25 F (KM). 

White-rumped Sandpiper: One at Windermere Basin May 24*-27L (RC et al.). 

Pectoral Sandpiper: Two at Mount Albion C.A. Apr 5 * (PR), 14 at Smithville Sewage Ponds Apr 16 (KM et al.); one at Woodhill 
Rd S of Hwy 5 Apr 30 (RD,BC); one at Windermere Basin May 18 L (MS). 

Dunlin: Three at Smithville Sewage Ponds May 2 * (KM); two at Shell Park May 23 (MJ,GE). 110 at LaSalle Marina and 120 at 

Windermere Basin May 24 (RC et al.), 45 at E End Hamilton Bay May 27 (KM,RD,BC); one at Bronte Harbour May 29 (MJ); five 

at Windermere Basin Jun 4 L (RD), and one sum. ad. there Jun 18 (KM) 

Short-billed Dowitcher: One at Windermere Basin May 14 * (RC). 

Wilson's Phalarope: One m, at Windermere Basin May 27*-28 (KM,RD,BC et al.). 

Red-necked Phalarope: One m. at Tollgate Ponds Mav 15 * (AMT) 
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Franklin's Gull: One 1st sum. at Tollgate Ponds May 24 * (RC et al.) 

Little Gull: One ad. over Mount Albion C.A. Apr 13 * (PR). 

Bonaparte's Gull: One at Woodland Cemetery Apr 4 F (JO,BS); birds over Red Hill Valley: 71 -Apr 13 (PR;RSn), 21 -Apr 26 (PR); 
six at Beamer C.A. Apr 17 (GM); 225 at Dundas Marsh Apr 20 (RDw); 15. off Stoney Creek May 2 (KM); three at Mountsberg C.A. 
May 3 (RD), 10 1st sum. at Bronte Harbour May 15 (MJ); one 1st. sum. off Fifty Rd [HW] Jun 9 (RD). 

Herring Gull: Four nests with chicks on CCIW Breakwater Jun 19 (RD). 

Glaucous Gull: One at Van Wagners Beach [HW] Apr 9 L (BS et al.). 

Great Black-backed Gull: Four ad. at Neare Island Jun 4 (KM); two ad. with one chick at Neare Island Jun 10-on (KM;m.obs.), 
providing the first breeding record for the HSA; eight imm. at CCIW Breakwater Jun 29 (RD). 

Caspian Tern: One at Tollgate Ponds Apr 3 * (RD), 65 there Apr 20 (RD), and many breeders present thereafter. 

Common Tern: Two at Windermere Basin Apr 20 * (RD), many breeders present thereafter; one 1st. sum. at Fifty Point C.A. Jun 
8 (RD). 75 ad., most on nests with chicks at Neare Island Jun 12 (RD). 

Forster's Tern: One at Woodland Cemetery May 3 * (KM ; BL,JGa). 

Black Tern: One over Red Hill Valley May 23 * (PR); one at Van Wagners Ponds May 26 (JS). 

Black-billed Cuckoo: Four at Red Hill Valley May 17 * (PR). 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: One at Hatton Dr, Ancaster [HW] Jun 4 * (MS), one at Bronte Creek Prov. Park Jun 11 (RC). 

Barred Owl: One at Sideroad 17 NE of Milton [HL] Apr 16*-17 (BMI). 

Long-eared Owl: One at Red Hill Valley Apr 6 L (JHa). 

Short-eared Owl: One at Arkell Apr 30 L (TS). 

Common Nighthawk: One at Red Hill Valley May 12 * (PR); two at Burloak Woods May 15 (MJ); on May 18, six at Downtown 
Burlington, one at Walkers Line (MS,BS), and one at East Hamilton (GP); seven at Brantford Jun 4 L (BL). 

Whip-poor-will: One at Rattray Marsh Apr 23 * (LF et al.), one f. at Burloak Woods [HL] May 10 (MJ). 

Chimney Swift: One at Beamer C.A. Apr 16 * (MS). 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: One at Red Hill Valley Apr 28 * (PR). 

Red-headed Woodpecker: One at Burloak Woods May 21 F (RC), one at Escarpment Rail Trail near Mohawk Rd [HW] Jun 28 (BL). 
Red-bellied Woodpecker: One at Tutela Heights Rd, Brantford [BR] Apr 1 (BL); one at Bronte Creek Prov. Park mid-Apr (PvD). 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: One at Martins Rd, Dundas Valley [HW] Apr 14 F (RC); six at Bronte Apr 22 (RC); five at Rock Chapel 
Apr 27 (RDw); three at Red Hill Valley May 10 L (PR). 

Pileated Woodpecker: One at Bronte Apr 22 (RC); one at Cone 6 E of Valens Rd [HW] May 4 (RD); one m. at Westdale Ravine 

[HW] May II (RC); one at Millgrove May 21 (RC); one f. at River Rd, Glen Moms [5R] Jun 10 (RD,BC). 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: Two at Garth & Garrow Sts, Hamilton [HW] May 17 * (RSt); one at Red Hill Valley May 20 (PR); one 
at Burloak Woods May 23 (GE,MJ); one at Red Hill Valley May 30 L (PR). 

Eastern Wood-Pewee: One at Red Hill Valley May 10 * (PR). 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: One at Red Hill Valley May 17 * (PR), one at Burlington Beach Canal May 29 L (RD). 

Alder Flycatcher: One at Red Hill Valley May 17 * (PR); one terr. at Crieff Bog [WL] Jun 1 (RD); two terr. at RR52 S of Gore 

Rd Jun 4 (RD). 

Willow Flycatcher: One at Red Hill Valley May 11 * (PR). 

Least Flycatcher: One at Shell Park (MJ) and three at Red Hill Valley (PR) Apr 28 *. 

Eastern Phoebe: 2ad.,3juv. at Red Hill Valley Jun 21 (BL). 

Great Crested Flycatcher: One at Beamer C.A. Apr 26 * (GM). 

Eastern Kingbird: One at Burloak Woods Apr 27 * (MJ;RD). 

SCISSOR-TAILED FLYCATCHER: One well described at Mineral Springs Rd, Dundas Valley [HW] May 26 * (DW,JJ). 
Purple Martin: 16 at Smithville Sewage Ponds (RC) and one at Beamer C.A. (MS) Apr 16 * 

Tree Swallow: 20 at Wilkes Dam, Grand River Apr 6 (BL,KG); 40 at Dundas Marsh Apr 9 (RD,KM). 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: One at Red Hill Valley Apr 14 * (PR). 

Bank Swallow: One at Dundas Marsh Apr 4 * (JO,BS); 35 at Burloak Park Apr 29 (RC). 

Cliff Swallow: One at Burloak Woods Apr 19 * (MJ). 

Barn Swallow: Three at Smithville Sewage Ponds (RC) and one at Beamer C.A. (MS) Apr 16 *; 100 at CCIW May 9 (RD). 
Blue Jay: One leucistic bird at Old Guelph Rd [HW] Apr 15 (RDw) 
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Tufted Titmouse: Two at Garth & Garrow Sts. Hamilton [HW] Apr 23 (RSt); one at Van Wagners Ponds May 31 (RV) 
Red-breasted Nuthatch: One at Red Hill Valley Apr 4 F (PR), and one there Mav 29 L (PR); one terr. at Lennon Rd S of Gore 
Rd [HW] Jun 9 (RD). 

Brown Creeper: 12 at Bronte Apr 22 (RC), birds at Red Hill Valley: 12 -Apr 19 (PR), 12 -Apr 28 (PR), 1 -May 17 L (PR). 
Carolina Wren: One at Wilkes Dam, Grand River Apr 1 (BL); one at Highland Gardens Park [ HW] Apr 12-19 (RDw); two terr. 
at Shoreacres Apr 12-26 (RD); one at Rattray Marsh Apr 23 (RD,PR,RDw); one at Burloak Woods Apr 27 (RD); one at Bronte 
Harbour Apr 27 (MJ); five at Red Hill Valley Apr 5-Mav 29 (PR), one terr. at Appleby Creek N of Lakeshore Rd [HL] Jun 7 (RD) 
House Wren: One at Highland Gardens Park Apr 19 * (RDw). 

Winter Wren: Six at Red Hill Valley Apr 2 F (PR); birds at Bronte: 15 -Apr 22 (RC), 27 -Apr 27 (MJ); one terr. at LaSalle Park 
May 11 (RC); 1 at Red Hill Valley May 23 L (JHa). 

Sedge Wren: One at Shell Park [HL] May 10 * (RC,MT). 

Marsh Wren: One at Shell Park Apr 30 * (MJ,BW). 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: 56 at Red Hill Valley Apr 19 (PR); 25 at Beamer C.A. Apr 22 (RD,BC), one at Burloak Woods May 10 
L (MJ); one terr. at Hyde Tract May 22 (RC,JO). 

Rubv-crowned Kinglet: One at Highland Gardens Park Apr 12 F (RDw); birds at Bronte: 60 -Apr 22 (RC), 150 -Apr 27 (RD), 100 
-Apr 29 (RC), 55 -May 10 (MJ), birds at Red Hill Valley: 168 -Apr 28 (PR), 1 -May 30 L (PR). 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: Three at Red Hill Valley Apr 14 * (PR); pair building a nest at Grand River Trail, Glen Morris [5/?] Jun 
10 (RD,BC). 

Eastern Bluebird: Birds at Red Hill Valley: 2 -Apr 28, 1 -May 2, 2 -May 11 (PR); one m. at Mountain Ave, Hamilton [HW] Apr 

29 (RDw); two at Devon Acres Farm, Brantford [57?] Jun 24 (BL), 

Veery: Birds at Red Hill Valley: 1 -Apr 26 *, 7 -Apr 28, 12 -May 10, 1 -May 24 L (PR;JHa;RSn); 17 at Bronte (MJ;RC) and 6 at 
LaSalle Park (RC) May 10. 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: One at Red Hill Valley May 11 * (JHa); one over Brantford Jun 11 L (BL). 

Swainson's Thrush: Birds at Red Hill Valley: 1 -Apr 23 * (PR), 32 -Apr 28 (PR), 25 -May 10 (PR), 20 -May 20 (PR); two over 
Brantford Jun 6 L (BL). 

Hermit Thrush: Birds at Red Hill Valley: 1 -Apr 2 F (PR), 36 -Apr 23 (PR), 56 -Apr 28 (PR); birds at Bronte: 17 -Apr 22 (RC), 
23 -Apr 27 (MJ), 14 -May 10 (MJ); one at Burloak Woods May 19 L (MJ). 

Wood Thrush: One at Red Hill Valley May 2 * (PR); four at Bronte (MJ) and five at Red Hill Valley (PR) May 10. 

Gray Catbird: One at Red Hill Valley Apr 9 (JHa) and at Mount Albion C.A. Apr 13 (PR) were likely win., one at Beamer C.A. 
Apr 19 F (GM). 

Northern Mockingbird: Two at Bronte Creek Prov. Park Apr 3 (MJ), one at Cone 5, Flamborough [HW] May 22 (RC,JO). 
Brown Thrasher: One at Shell Park Apr 5 F (MJ). 

American Pipit: Birds at Red Hill Valley: 2 -Apr 15, 1 -Apr 17, 1 -Apr 20, 1 -Apr 28, 1 -May 7 (PR); one at Woodland Cemetery 
Apr 19 (RC); one at 10th Rd E May 6 (RDw); one over Hendrie Valley May 7 (RDw), one at Bronte Harbour May 15 L (MJ). 
Northern Shrike: One at 10th Rd E Apr 1 (GN); one at Mount Albion C.A. Apr 2-10 L (PR). 

White-eved Vireo: One at Hatton Dr, Ancaster May 16 * (RP); one at Burloak Woods May 19 (MJ); one m. at Bronte Woods Jun 
23-24 (MJ.GE). 

Solitary Vireo: Birds at Red Hill Valley: 10 -Apr 17 *, 5 -Apr 28, 9 -May 10, 1 -May 26 L (PR); one at Beamer C.A. Apr 19 (MK 
et al.)\ five at Bronte Apr 27 (MJ;RD) and 10 there May 10 (MJ;RC). 

Yellow-throated Vireo: Nine birds at Red Hill Valley May 4*-25L (PR); one at Highland Gardens Park May 9,15 (RDw); one at 
Hendrie Valley May 13 (RDw); one at LaSalle Park May 18 (RC); three terr. at Bronte Creek Prov. Park May 27 (RD et al.)\ one 
m. at Kings Forest Golf Course May 31 (BL), and another at Kings Forest Jun 14 (BL). 

Warbling Vireo: Two at Red Hill Valley Apr 28 * (PR). 

Philadelphia Vireo: Two at Highland Gardens Park (RDw) and four at Red Hill Valley (PR) May 17 *; one at Red Hill Valley May 

30 L (PR). 

Red-eyed Vireo: Two at Red Hill Valley May 12 * (PR); 60 at Bronte May 21 (RC); one at St George St, Brantford [HW] Jun 14 
L (BL). 

Blue-winged Warbler: Three at Bronte May 10 * (MJ); one f. at Westdale Ravine May 11 (RC), one at Highland Gardens Park 
(RDw) and one at Mount Albion C.A. (PR) May 16 L. 
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"Brewster's" Warbler: One at Martins Rd, Dundas Valley May 13 (MS); one at Klaas Xmas Tree Farm May 22 (JO,RC). 
"LAWRENCE'S" WARBLER: One terr. at Turner Tract, Halton County Forest [HL\ May 14F-on (MC et al.). 

Golden-winged Warbler: One m. at LaSalle Park May 10 * (RC), one at Burloak Woods May 15 (MJ); one at Highland Gardens 
Park May 17 (RDw); one terr. at Gravel Pit Rd, Dundas Valley [HW] May 21 (RC), four at Klass Xmas Tree Farm May 22 (RC,JO). 
Tennessee Warbler: Birds at Red Hill Valley: 1 -May 11 *,28 -May 17, 17 -May 21, 2 -May 30 L (PR). 

Orange-crowned Warbler: One at Bronte Woods Apr 2 2 * (RC), seven birds at Red Hill Valley Apr 28-May 23 L (PR); one at Shell 
Park May 10 (MJ); one at Bronte Woods May 15 (MJ). 

Nashville Warbler: One at Burloak Woods Apr 27 * (RD); birds on May 10: 5 -LaSalle Park (RC), 6 -Red Hill Valley (PR), 8 - 
Bronte (RC); 10 terr. at Hyde Tract May 22 (RC,JO); one at Red Hill Valley May 23 L (PR); two terr. at Crieff Bog Jun 1 (RD). 
Northern Parula: Birds on May 10 *: 1 -Beamer C.A. (GM), 1m. -Burloak Woods (MJ), 1 -LaSalle Park (RC), 2 -Red Hill Valley 
(PR), 1 -Burlington Beach Canal (RD); one at Sterling St, Hamilton [HW] May 12 (RDw); one at Hatton Dr, Ancaster May 16-17 
(RP,IS); one at Highland Gardens Park May 17 (RDw); two at Bronte May 19 (MJ); two at Red Hill Valley May 20 L (PR). 
Yellow Warbler: Two at Red Hill Valley Apr 26 * (PR). 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: Birds at Red Hill Valley: 2 -May 7 *, 5 -May 10 (PR), 11 -May 19 (JHa), 18 -May 20, 3 -May 26 L (PR); 
birds on May 10: 8 -Bronte (RC;MJ), 7 -LaSalle Park (RC), 2 -Highland Gardens Park (RDw). 

Magnolia Warbler: One at Red Hill Valley May 7 * and 21 there May 17 (PR); 15 at Bronte May 21 (RC); one at Shell Park Jun 
5 L (MJ). 

Cape May Warbler: One at Bronte Woods (MJ) and one at Highland Gardens Park (RDw) May 9 *; two at Red Hill Valley May 
30 L (PR). 

Black-throated Blue Warbler: Four at Red Hill Valley Apr 28 * (PR); birds on May 10: 21 -Bronte (MJ;RC), 10 -Red Hill Valley 
(PR), 8 -LaSalle Park (RC), 3 -Burlington Beach Canal (RD); one at Red Hill Valley May 26 L (PR). 

Yellow-rumped Warbler: One at Highland Gardens Park Apr 3 (RDw); two at Wilkes Dam, Grand River Apr 6 (BL,KG); birds 
at Bronte: 70 -Apr 22 (RC), 150 -Apr 27 (RD), 60 -Apr 29 (RC), birds on May 10: 74 -Bronte (MJ), 50 -Van Wagners Ponds (RD), 
40 -LaSalle Park (PR), 40 -Burlington Beach Canal (RD), 165 -Red Hill Valley (PR); two terr. at Hyde Tract May 22 (RC,JO); one 
at Shell Park (MJ) and one at Burlington Beach Canal (RC) May 25 L. 

"AUDUBON'S" WARBLER: One m. at Rock Chapel Sanctuary Apr 24 (BP,RDw;RC;BW); this is the first record of this form of 
Yellow-rumped Warbler for the HSA. 

BLACK-THROATED GRAY WARBLER: One m. at Starkey Loop Trail, Arkell Apr 25*-30 (CJ,RR;m.obs.); this is the second 
record for the HSA. 

Black-throated Green Warbler: Two at Beamer C.A. (GM) and one at Red Hill Valley (PR) Apr 26 *; birds on May 10: 8 -LaSalle 
Park (RC), 10 -Bronte (RC), 17 -Red Hill Valley (PR); six at Westdale Ravine May 11 (RC); 14 at Red Hill Valley May 20 (PR); 
one at King Rd, Aldershot Jun 4 L (RC). 

Blackburnian Warbler: Birds at Red Hill Valley: 1 -Apr 30 *, 9 -May 20, 1 -May 30 L (PR); birds on May 10: 5 -LaSalle Park 
(RC), 6 -Bronte (RC). 

Pine Warbler: Terr, birds at Hyde Tract: 1 -Apr 11 * (BS), 3 -Apr 20 (RD), 10 -May 22 (RC,JO); two at Bronte Apr 19,22 (MJ;RC), 
one at Dundas Marsh Apr 20 (RDw); four terr. at Waterworks Park, Brantford Apr 30 (BL), four at Red Hill Valley May 7 (RK), 
one terr. at LaSalle Park May 10 (RC). 

Palm Warbler: Singles at Burloak Woods (MJ) and Westdale, Hamilton (RSt) Apr 19 *; 14 at Red Hill Valley May 10 (PR); one 
at Bronte Harbour May 15 L (MJ). 

Bay-breasted Warbler: Birds at Red Hill Valley: 1 -May 11 *, 17 -May 17, 21 -May 20, 18 -May 23, 2 -May 31 L (PR); 10 at 
Highland Gardens Park May 17 (RDw); 10 at Bronte May 21 (RC). 

Blackpoll Warbler: One at Red Hill Valley Mav 10 * (RSn); four at Dundum Castle [HW] May 24 (RC etal.)\ one at Bronte Woods 
May 29 L (RD). 

Cerulean Warbler: One m. at Starkey Loop Trail, Arkell Apr 29 * (GN); birds at Red Hill Valley: 2 -May 12 (PR), 1 -May 16 (GP), 
1 -May 17, 1 -May 20 L (PR); one terr. at Cone 6 N of Millgrove May 21 (RC); one terr. at Halton County Forest May 28 (JK); one 
terr. m. at Onondaga Rd & 4th Line [BR] Jun 25 (RC). 

Black-and-white Warbler: Birds at Red Hill Valley: 3 -Apr 19 *, 12 -Apr 28, 14 -May 10, 1 -May 30 L (PR); birds on May 10: 
19 -Bronte (MJ;RC), 6 -LaSalle Park (RC); one terr. at Lennon Rd S of Gore Rd Jun 9 (RD). 

American Redstart: Birds at Red Hill Valley: 1 -May 4 *, 19 -May 17, 18 -May 20 (PR); eight at Westdale Ravine May 11 (RC); 
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20 at Bronte May 21 (RC), one at Burloak Woods May 27 L (MJ). 

Prothonotar v Warbler: One m. at Burloak Woods May 14 * (RC). 

Worm-eating War bler: One at Hostein Dr, Ancaster [ HW] May 11 * (RC), one at Burloak Woods May 15 (MJ), one at Christie 
C.A. [HW] Jun 2 L (JHa) 

Ovenbird: Two at Red Hill Valley Apr 28 * (PR); birds on May 10: 22 -Bronte (MJ;RC), 13 -Red Hill Valley (PR), 4 -LaSalle Park 
(RC), one at Burloak Woods May 27 L (MJ). 

Northern Waterthrush: One at Red Hill Valley Apr 26 * (PR); one terr. at Beverly Swamp Apr 30 (RD,BC); birds on May 10 11 
-Bronte (MJ;RC), 5 -Red Hill Valley (PR); one at Bronte Harbour May 27 L (MJ). 

Louisiana Waterthrush: One at Berry C.A. [ HW] Apr 15 * (RDw.BP); one terr at Tiffany Falls C.A. [HW] Apr 22 (RSn) and May 
18 (RC), one at Red Hill Valley May 16 (PR,KS). 

Kentucky Warbler: One terr. at Bronte Creek Provincial Park May 16*-Jun 10 (PvD;m.obs.). 

Connecticut Warbler: One at Fifty Point C.A. May 10 * (SM); one at Bronte Creek Prov. Park and one at Burloak Woods May 21 
(RC), one at Red Hill Valley May 24 L (RSn). 

Mourning Warbler: Three at Red Hill Valley (PR) and one at LaSalle Park (RC) May 17*; three at Bronte May 21 (RC); one terr. 
at Hyde Tract May 22 (RC,JO); six at Red Hill Valley May 26 (PR), one terr. at Patterson & Valley Rds, Dundas [HW] Jun 8 (BS); 
one terr. at Lennon Rd S of Gore Rd Jun 9 (RD). 

Common Y’ellowthroat: Two at Red Hill Valley Apr 20 * (PR); birds on May 10: 14 -Bronte (MJ,RC), 12 -Red Hill Valley (PR), 
4 -LaSalle Park (RC) 

Hooded Warbler: One terr at Martins Rd, Dundas Valley May 13 * (MS) and May 18 (RC); one m. at Bronte Creek Prov Park 
May 21 (RC). 

Wilson's Warbler: One at Red Hill Valley May 12 * (PR); eight at Bronte May 21 (RC), and two there Jun 5 L (MJ). 

Canada Warbler: One at Red Hill Valley May 10 * (PR), five at Bronte May 21 (RC), one at Red Hill Valley May 30 L (PR), one 
terr. at Lennon Rd S of Gore Rd Jun 9 (RD). 

Yellow-breasted Chat: One at Bronte May 14 * (GE), one at Bronte Creek Prov. Park Jun 4 (NM); one terr. at Oneida 5th Line W 
of Hwy 6 [HN\ Jun 25 (RC). 

Scarlet Tanager: One at Beamer C.A. Apr 30 * (GM); 13 at Red Hill Valley May 17 (PR). 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: One at Red Hill Valley Apr 28 * and 31 there May 17 (PR). 

Indigo Bunting: One at Red Hill Valley May 7 * (PR). 

Rufous-sided Towhee: One at Red Hill Valley Apr 10 F (PR); two at Shoreacres Apr 12 (RD), one terr. at Martins Rd, Dundas 
Valley Apr 14 (RC), a N2Y at King Rd, Aldershot Jun 6 (RC). 

American Tree Sparrow: One at Dundas Marsh May 4 L (KM). 

Chipping Sparrow: One at St George St. Brantford (BL) and one at Red Hill Valley (PR) Apr 14 * 

Clav-coiored Sparrow: Six terr. at Klaas Xmas Tree Farm May 22 * (RC,JO). 

Field Sparrow: Two terr. at Klaas Xmas Tree Farm Apr 12 (RD) 

Vesper Sparrow: Two at 5th Rd E, Saltfleet Apr 16 * (RDw). 

Savannah Sparrow: One at Red Hill Valley Apr 9 * (PR); 10 tundra race at Bronte May 10 L (RC). 

Grasshopper Sparrow: One at Red Hill Valley Apr 28 * (PR); four terr. N of Crieff Bog Jun 1 (RD) 

Fox Sparrow: One at Highland Gardens Park Apr 14* (RDw); one at Burloak Woods Apr 27 L (MJ). 

Lincoln's Sparrow: One at Red Hill Valley Apr 26 *, and one there May 26 L (PR). 

Swamp Sparrow: One at Red Hill Valley Apr 2 F (PR); 25 at Bronte May 10 (MJ;RC); one at Burloak Woods May 19 L (MJ). 
White-throated Sparrow: Birds at Red Hill Valley: 1 -Apr 9 F, 193 -Apr 28, 163 -May 10, 1 -May 26 L (PR); 200 at Bronte Apr 
27 (RD); one terr. at Beverly Swamp Jun 4 (RD), four terr. at Lennon Rd S of Gore Rd Jun 9 (RD). 

White-crowned Sparrow: One at 10th Rd E Apr 16 F (RDw); birds on May 10: 24 -Red Hill Valley (PR), 10 -LaSalle Park (RC), 
20 -Bronte (RC), three at Red Hill Valley May 19 L (PR). 

Dark-eyed Junco: Two at Red Hill Valley (PR) and one at Bronte Harbour (MJ) May 10 L. 

Bobolink: One at Red Hill Valley Apr 30 * (PR). 

Rusty Blackbird: Six at Cone 6 E of Valens Rd [HW] Apr 12 (RD); birds at Bronte: 5 -Apr 27 (MJ), 20 -May 10 (RC); five at 
Beverly Swamp May 7 (RDw); 11 at Red Hill Valley May 11 L (PR). 

Orchard Oriole: One m. at Sherwood Rise, Hamilton [ HW] Apr 26 * (RBi,AS); one f. at Waterworks Park May 10 (BL); one 1st 
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sum. m. at Red Hill Valley May 17 (PR,JHa); one m. at Kings Forest Golf Course May 31 (BL); three at Snake Rd, Aldershot [HL] 
Jun 4 (RC), one at King Rd, Aldershot Jun 4-9 (RC;BS); one 1st sum. m. at Rail Trail W of Hwy 52 [ HW] Jun 5 (PR,KS), one at 
Bronte Creek Prov. Park Jun 11 (RC); one m. at Devon Acres Farm, Brantford Jun 24 (BL). 

Northern Oriole: Five at Red Hill Valley Apr 28 * (PR). 

Purple Finch: Birds at Red Hill Valley: 1 -Apr 2 (RC et ai), 1 -Apr 6 (JHa), 2 -Apr 19 (PR); one at Mountain Ave, Hamilton Apr 
14 (RDw); one at Carolina Park, Brantford Apr 17 (BL); one at Hatton Dr, Ancaster Apr 19-24 (RP,IS); one f. at Beamer C A. Apr 
26 (GM); one terr. near Rockton [HW] May 22 (RC,JO) 

Pine Siskin: Birds at Red Hill Valley: 1 -Apr 2 *. 2 -Apr 10, 2 -Apr 19, 2 -Apr 28 (PR); one near Campbellville [HL] Apr 23 (BMI); 
one at Kilbride [HL] Jun 9 (fide MS). 

Please send your bird records for July to September 1995 by December 10 to: Rob Dobos, 178 Cedarbrae Ave., Waterloo, Ont. N2L 
4S3, or phone 519-888-0553. 


HAMILTON BIRDING HOTLINE: 648-9537 


A Fall Tern 

by John B. Miles 

On the afternoon of November 4, 
1995, I was leading my annual trip, 
“Fall Migrants of Haldimand” for the 
FON, east along Lakeshore Road. 
About 4:15, as we were looking over 
several gulls on a large rock jutting 
out into the lake that often has 
shorebirds on it, my wife asked me to 
identify the bird that was flying along 
the shore. 

Coming straight towards us was a 
sanderling-sized, whitish bird, with 
narrow, rapidly beating wings. 
However, the bird was showing too 
much black on the top leading edge to 
be a Sanderling and the wings were 
too narrow. My immediate thought 
was: Red Phalarope, as my wife and 
I had found one the day before at 
Turkey Point. But before I could say 
anything, the bird suddenly dove 
about 12 feet straight down towards 
the water and then straightened out so 
that I could see the “tern” head on it. 


I immediately called ‘Least Tern’ 
Sterna Aniillarum and jumped out of 
the car to advise the party in the car 
behind us. All five of us had a good 
look at the bird as it flew by, heading 
west. The black leading edge on the 
front of the wings was similar to the 
pattern on an immature Little Gull. 



As we were checking both the 
Peterson and the National Geographic 
guides, the bird came back from the 
west so that we again had a good 
view of it at about 50-100 feet. The 
small size, the rapidly beating, narrow 
wings with the blackish leading edge 
on the upper wings, were clearly seen 
in flight. The bird did not seem to 
have any tail showing at all. This bird 


showed more of a black dot behind 
the eye than the dark line through the 
eye as illustrated in the Peterson 
guide. 

One of the participants had a 
cellular phone so we immediately 
called Gerry Guild to put the bird on 
the hot line and continued on our way 
to the Short-eared Owl spot. When I 
got home, I learned that a Least Tern 
had been observed at Rochester the 
week before. 

The next morning was the 
Hamilton Fall Bird Count. Since I 
have the area west of Cayuga and 
south of the Grand River, it was only 
about ten Km from my area to where 
the bird was the day before. As I 
neared the lake on Sweets Comers 
Road. I found a mass of cares lined 
up. The bird was still present and 
flying very close to shore, about 1000 
yards east of where I had observed it 
the day before. At times the bird 
would land on the limestone 
shoreline, allowing many observers to 
study it through their telescopes and 
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see the black bill. Bob Curry 
commented that he thought the legs 
were more an orange colour than the 
yellow they were supposed to be. I 
am aware that several people, 
including Bill Smith and Kayo Roy, 
took pictures of the bird, so there 
should be photographic evidence to 
support this record. 

This bird apparently disappeared 
about 10 o'clock and was not seen for 
the rest of the day. However, the 
same day, Sunday, the 5th, very 
reliable observers reported two adult 
Least Terns at Dunkirk Harbour 
which is about 40 miles S. E. across 
the Lake! 

On Monday, the 6th, on a chance, 
I went back to the Lake where the 
bird had spent so much time Sunday 
morning. Ron Scovell came by and 
reported that he had seen the Least 
m earlier in the morning west of 
, t ere we were. At about 8:50 a.m. I 
saw the bird for the third day in a 
row at the spot were I found it on 
Saturday. I was able to show it to 
Lois Evans from Hamilton before it 
seemed to disappear in mid air. Other 
observers reported that they thought 
they had seen the bird about 10:00 
a.m. with Bonaparte’s Gulls on a 
rocky point at Featherstone Point. 

Previous Sightings 

Speirs “Birds of Ontario” records 
one Least Tem record from Erie 
Beach in June of 1958. Don Perks 
saw one near Windmill Point in July 
1960 when he was looking for the 
Wandering Tattler and A1 
Wormington had a June sighting at 
Wheatly Harbour. 

This bird is normally south of the 


United States by the first of 
September. This, and the other 
sightings on the great lakes this fall, 
may be the result of Hurricane 
Opal. $ 


A Busy Day 
at 

Woodland Cemetery 

by Bruce Duncan 

The weather forecast for Sunday. 
October 29, 1995 included cold 

northwest winds, cloud and the 
possibility of showers. Perfect! 

That certainly sounded like a 
good day for bird migration. A cold 
front was passing, bringing weather 
that pushes birds south. I decided to 
try something I’d never done before: 
go to Woodland Cemetery at dawn 
and spend most of the day watching 
whatever the migration brought. 

Woodland Cemetery is on the 
north shore of Hamilton Harbour atop 
a steep bluff. If you drive to the 
southernmost suburb of this city of 
the dead, walk into the grassy open 
area where there are as yet no graves 
and look to the east, you have a 
reasonable view of the birds flying 
west along the shore. 

I arrived a little past sunrise (at 
6:45 a.m. EST) and stayed until 3:00 
p.m. The birds were already flying 
and I saw Ring-billed Gulls and 
American Crows moving north and 
west from their City roosts. Someone 
was in Valley Inn emptying bags of 
old bread onto the ground, attracting 
the gulls and distracting the salmon 


fishermen. 

On the waters of the harbour, a 
few Tundra and Mute Swans, 
Bufflehead. Greater and Lesser Scaup, 
Canada Geese, Mallards and a Surf 
Scoter were feeding in the shallows. I 
looked them over briefly but was 
quickly distracted by the first of the 
hundreds of flocks of blackbirds 
flying by. 

These were mixtures of Common 
Grackles. Red-winged Blackbirds. 
European Starlings, Brown-headed 
Cowbirds and Rusty Blackbirds in 
groups of 10 to 300. I frequently saw 
.American Robins tagging along but 
usually falling behind, and Cedar 
Waxwings and House Finches flying 
nearby. I tried to sort out the 
percentages of species in these flocks 
but soon gave up as they flew past in 
such numbers and rapidity. 

With them came smaller groups 
of Eastern Bluebirds announcing then- 
presence with gentle whistles, more 
robins, a few Purple Finches, 
.American Goldfinches, and Evening 
Grosbeaks. They flew in good 
numbers until about 10:00 a.m. when 
the hawk flight increased. Evening 
Grosbeaks and Cedar Waxwings 
continued to fly even later. 

As the morning went on, other 
birders came and went — Rob Dobos, 
Barb Charlton, Kevin McLaughlin, 
Bob Curry, Kayo Roy, Jim Anderson 
and Reg Parr. There was a lot to see. 

Besides the flocks of passerines 
and high-flying hawks, there were 
occasional individual birds — a Tree 
Swallow, several Yellow-rumped 
Warblers, a Palm Warbler, 3 Great 
Blue Herons, a flock of shorebirds no 
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one could identify, and Black-capped 
Chickadees moving along the treeline 
on the bluff. 

Here are the numbers of birds that 
day. based on my notes which I kept 
as the birds flew over. Some numbers 
are estimates, while others are more 
precise. 

Common Loon 5; Great Blue Heron 
3; Turkey Vulture 3; Red-tailed 
Hawk 350; Red-shouldered Hawk 38; 
Rough-legged Hawk 5; 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 19; Cooper's 
Hawk 5; Northern Goshawk 1 
juvenile: Northern Harrier 8; Merlin 
1; Amen can Kestrel 3; Bald Eagle 1 
juvenile; Golden Eagle 2 juveniles: 
Greater Yellowlegs 1; Shorebird sp. 
22; Homed Lark 3; Tree Swallow 1; 
Blue Jay 7; American Crow 235; 
Black-capped Chickadee 29; 
Red-breasted Nuthatch3; American 
Robin 550; Eastern Bluebird 65; 
Cedar Waxwing 150; Yellow-ramped 
Warbler 18; Palm Warbler 1; 
Blackbirds (Common Grackle, 
Red-winged Blackbird, European 
Starling, Brown-headed Cowbird, 
Rusty Blackbird) 15,000; Evening 
Grosbeak 375; House Finch 650; 
Purple Finch 20; American Goldfinch 
55; Dark-eyed Junco21; American 
Tree Sparrow 2. 

The eagles all went past between 
1:00 and 1:40 p.m. with several 
Red-tails accompanying. The 
Northern Goshawk was almost the last 
bird I saw as it flew low between the 
trees at 2:55 p.m. 

It was an interesting few hours, 
seeing the flocks of passerines, 
staying together for security, flying 
during the early hours and probably 


stopping in mid-morning to feed. 
Later, as thermals formed, the soaring 
birds, hawks and eagles, took to the 
air and used the different air 
conditions to follow the same 
shoreline. 

All in all, a satisfying day. 

The following week, on a windy 
and cold November 4, I spent another 
day at Woodland, but stayed later 
than on October 29, not going home 
until 4:45 in the afternoon. On arrival 
at 6:55 am; I again saw a flight in 
progress and began tallying the 
passing birds. 

The flight was similar to the one 
on October 29 and some of the totals 
are shown below. 

Turkey Vulture 2; Red-tailed Hawk 
235; Red-shouldered Hawk 49; 
Rough-legged Hawk 1; Cooper’s 
Hawk 2; Northern Goshawk 2 
juveniles; Northern Harrier 4; Merlin 
2; Golden Eagle 1 subadult; 
Blackbirds (Common Grackle, 
Red-winged Blackbird, European 
Starling, Brown-headed Cowbird. 
Rusty Blackbird) 4,300; Evening 
Grosbeak 105; House Finch 540; 
Purple Finch 9; American Goldfinch 
350. 

Obviously, the blackbird numbers 
were considerably lower than on 
October 29. However, I discovered 
that many of these birds flew not only 
early in the morning but also late in 
the afternoon. There were 2,400 of 
the 4,300 blackbirds counted after 
3:00 p.m. That number made me 
wonder if many more blackbirds had 
flown by late on the afternoon of 
October 29, after I had gone home. $ 


The Flora of Hamiiten-Werrtwot-th 

by 

Anthony Goodban 

The Flora contains an annotated 
checklist of all the vascular plants 
of the Region, a historical overview 
by Dr. Jim Rringie, a Regional 
overview by Audrey Heagy and a 
chapter on rarity by Anthony 
Goodban. 


It is available at a cost of $20.00 
(Postage & Handling included) from: 

Hamilton Region Conservation 
Authority 

638 Mineral Springs Road 
P.O. Box 7099 
Ancaster, ON L9G 3L3 
905-525-2161 



Anyone interested in helping 
with the Schools project, 
evaluating naturalization 
programs in Hamilton-Wentworth 
and helping with judging the 
schools for a naturalization 
award in 1996 is invited to 
meet at: 


730 pjn. 
January 10,1996 


Lyn Hanna-Folkes, 
475 Hwy 53 & 
Ancaster 
905-645-1945 
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The Green Venture program is designed to help promote water. waste and energy reduction in the residential and small business 
sectors of Hamilton-Wentworth. Specially trained residential assessors offer homeowners who sign up. advice and tips on how 10 use 
resources more effectively and efficiently. The service is o ffered free of charge to homeowners for a limned time. 

Home Green Up assessments take an hour and a half during which time two specially trainde advisors will check from attic to 
osement while focusing on the overall function of the household. Recommendations from weather stripping, caulking to high efficiency 
mces and heating systems, coupled with common-sense daily routines will enable the householder to take an active part in 
ng up their community. By implementing recommendations from the trained advisors, homeowners can expect to save anywhere 
from 10—30% annually on energy and water gills and reduce waste by 30%. These figures are based on other successful green 
community '' home green up programs. Hamilton-Wentworth is the 18th green community project implemented by the Ministry of 
Environment and Energy. 

If you are interested in having your home “Greened Up ", an appointment can be set up by calling 540-8787. 


Nwi.I Completed! 


At last! After months of hard work, the Natural Areas Inventory, Volume I is finally completed. Board members would like to 
thank all those who have waited so patiently for the first volume to be finished. We believe that you will find the wait worthwhile. 

-lume I will be ready for pickup at the December 11th Club meeting. 

-r vour information, the following table details the funding for the N.A.I. project. 


Table 1: Funding far the Natural Areas Inventory Project 


Government Agencies and Programs: 


Government Aicncics 

Regional Municipality of 

Hamilton-Wentworth $68,400 

Hamilton Region Conservation Authority $29,100 

Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources $20,000 

Environment Canada $10,820 

Ontario Ministry of the Environment $8,201 

Grand River Conservation Authority $6,000 

Halton Region Conservation Authority $5,100 

Niagara Peninsula Conservation Authority $4,200 

Govemmcm Programs 

Ontario Environmental Youth Corps 

Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources $27,448 

Ontario Ministry of the Environment $12,622' 

TOTAL GOVERNMENT SOURCES $191,891 


1 Fundi for two EYC - OMOE posilioni iponiored by the Halloa 
Board of Ed lira lion were idminiiiered directly by the Board and 
were not included in the HNC project budget. The approximate 
amount involved (estimated as 54,500) tux been included in this 
accounting. 

1 A portion of the H amil ton Naturiliata' Gub contribution has 
been recouped through bank interest and report a les 


Nongovernment Organizations: 

Naturalist C hitu and Fjvirnnmental Organizations 


Hamilton Naturalists' Chib 

HNC contribution S22,472 2 

1991 Nature Walkatbon $14,200 

Royal Canadian Geographical Society $5,000 

Conserver Society of Hamilton &l District Inc. $1,000 
Kitchener-Waterloo Field Naturalists $1,000 

Other (Norfolk Field Naturalists. Guelph 
Naturalists, Aldershot S.S. Environmental 
Chib, South Peel Naturalists) $1,100 

Foundations 

Martin Foundation $6,000 

Laidlaw Foundation $5,000 

Samuel and Saidye Bronfman 

F amil y Foundation $5,000 

Canada Trust - Friends of the Environment 
Foundation: Chapters in Ancaster, Dundas, 

H amil ton Mountain and Stoney Creek $4,756 

McLean Foundation $4,500 

Malloch Foundation $2,000 

Page Foundation $1,000 

McBride Foundation $500 

Donation, $3,855 


TOTAL NON-GOVERNMENT SOURCES $77,383 

TOTAL FUNDS FROM ALL SOURCES 
$260,708 
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MONTHLY MEETINGS No Meeting in December 


Monday, December 11, 8:00 p.m. 

Location: RBG Centre 

680 Plains Rd. West 
Burlington 

From Arctic to Antarctic 

Barry Griffith 

Enjoy summer in the Arctic and summer 

in the Antarctic all in the same evening. 

From polar bears, birds and 
flora of Wager Bay to the seals and 
huge colonies of penguins of the 
southern continent, you’ll be there. 

It’s December! Time to bring Christmas 
goodies to share with fellow Club 


Plant Study Group 

Location: Gage Park Depot 
(Near Greenhouses) 

Hamilton 

The Plant Study Group is an informal 
meeting of those interested in plants and 
who wish to share ideas and learn more 
about this fascinating aspect of the natural 
world. Whether a beginner or a seasoned 
botanist, come out and enjoy the lively 
discussions. This month will feature: 


Organizers: Lyn Hanna-Folkes 
648-1945 



Pits and Quarries 

Mark Browning 


Monday, December 18, 7:30 p.m. 

Bird Study Group 

Location: RBG Nature Centre, 

Old Guelph Road, 

Dundas 

This is an informal but interesting 
meeting featuring a discussion of recent 
bird sightings, an identification session 
and a workshop, film or set of slides 
about some aspect of birds. If you're a 
beginner birdwatcher, come out to leant 
more about birds. If you're an expert 
birder, come out to share your knowledge 
and enthusiasm. This month will feature: 
- Mike Street - Birding Technology 
-Internet and Freenet 

Organizer: Bruce Duncan 519- 
622-4709 





UPCOMING EVENTS 

Sunday December 3 

Beginning Birders Hike 
Join Wolfgang for a walk around the 
Burlington area and learn the basics of 
Birdwatching. Participation is limited to 
30, so call Wolfgang to reserve your spot. 
Leader: Wolfgang Luft 681-2276 

Saturday December 23 

Fisherville Christmas Bird Count 
Haldimand County is a section of Ontario 
that until recently has not been actively 
worked by birders. Bordering on Lake 
Erie, this count circle has good potential 
for some interesting surprises. Please let 
John know as soon as possible if you are 
interested in participating. 

Compiler: John Miles 519-587-5223 

Tuesday December 26 

Hamilton Christmas Bird Count 
This continent-wide event has been an 
annual tradition for many years. It also 
provides useful data on wintering bird 
populations. If you have participated 
recently, call Mark to confirm your area. 
New counters welcome. 

Compiler: Mark Jennings 335-5210 

Monday January 1 10:00 a.m. 

Mew Year's Walk in the Valley 
Leaders: Don McLean 664-8796 
John Struger 547-5116 

Sunday January 7 

Winter Duck Count 
Compiler: George Naylor 575-9016 


The October WOOD DUCK was 
assembled and mailed by: 

Jo Harschnitz 
Norm and Mary Pomfret 
Marge and Norm Ralston 
Ian Reid 
Doris Rundle 
Maria Sedgwick 
Jim and Jean Stollard 
Phyllis Fair 
Thanks everyone! 




HNC Board of Directors 
1995-96 

Executive 

President: 

Margaret Walton 627-7361 

Vice-President: 

Brian Burgon 648-6153 

Secretary: 

Lina Radziunas 765-8980 

Treasurer: 

Betty Blashill 664-8796 

Directors 
Past President: 

John Struger 547-5116 

Membership: 

Wolfgang Lutt 681-2276 

Conservation: 

Bnan McHatne 540-1441 

Education: 

John Hannah 524-1872 

Program: 

Mul Charlebois 634-5541 

C vents: 

old 648-2519 

ck Editor: 

can Stollard 634-3538 

Publicity: 

Christine Bishop 648-8665 

Social: 

Position Vacant 

Sanctuary: 

John Fischer Days 336-4961 
Evenings 643-3837 

Co-ordinators 
and Representatives 
Co-ordinator: 
ne Price 681-2276 

unteer Co-ordinator: 
Position vacant 
Mailing Co-ordinator: 

Norm Ralston 383-1397 

FON Representative: 

Wolfgang Luft 681-2276 

Walkathon Co-ordinator: 

Don McLean 664-S796 
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Membership Fees 1995-96 


Life Member 

S350.00 

Active Member 

20.00 

Active Senior Member 

17.00 

Joint Members 

30.00 

Joint Senior Members 

25.00 

Family Membership 

35.00 

Student Member 

10.00 

Corresponding Member 

15.00 

Junior Nats - first child 

30.00 

Junior Nats - additional children 

20.00 

Honorary Life Member 

None 

HNC Publications 


Natural Areas Inventory Vols I & II 

S60.00 

Herpetofaunal Atlas 

20.00 

Checklist of Birds of H-W 

1.00 

Date Guide to Birds of H-W 

1.00 

Citizens Guide to Action 

Free 

Naturally Hamilton: A Guide to 

\ 

Green Spaces of Hamilton- Wentworth 

Free 
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